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" under the privation of auricular joys, the Empress, " who, by long acquaintance, and frequent little trials, "judged pretty well of the texture of the Royal ear, " resolved to undertake it, and succeeded perfectly, by " means of a much stronger friction than others durst " either attempt, or could imagine would please.
" In the meantime, the skilful Mandarin, far from " being discouraged by the ill success he had some-" times met with in his attempts upon the Emperor's "ears, resolved to make himself amends upon his " Imperial consort's: he tried, and he prevailed; he " tickled her Majesty's ear to such perfection, that as " the Emperor would trust his ear to none but the " Empress, she would trust hers to none but this light-" fingered Mandarin, who, by these means, attained to "unbounded and uncontrolled power, and governed " ear by ear.
" But as all the Mandarins have their ear-ticklers " too, with the same degree of influence over them, " and as this Mandarin was particularly remarkable " for his extreme sensibility in those parts, it is hard " to say from what original titillation the Imperial "power now flows."
The conclusion of the gentleman's story was attended with the usual interjections of wonder and surprise from the company. Some called it strange, some odd, and some very comical: and those who thought it the most improbable, I found by their questions were the most desirous to believe it. I observed, too, that while the story lasted, they were most of them trying the experiment upon their own ears, but without any visible effect that I could perceive.
Soon afterwards the company broke up; and I went